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NOTE.—We call upon all our ministers to make faithful use of 
the forms and orders here provided, and without other deviation 
than that here indicated as permitted. 

We urge all pastors to encourage and train their congregations 
to participate audibly in those portions of the service provided for 
this purpose, particularly in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
The portions to be used by the congregation are specially in- 
dicated by black face type. 


Foreword 
To our Beloved Ministers and Members: 


I HE General Conference of 1916 adopted 

a revision of the Ritual of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, including the Order of 
Service for Baptism, Reception into the Mem- 
bership of the Church, the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, the Solemnization of Matri- 
mony, the Burial of the Dead, the several 
forms of Consecration and Ordination, the 
Laying of Corner Stones, and the Dedication 
of Churches. 

q To your brethren in the Episcopal Office 
it seems important that the entire Church 
should familiarize itself with this Ritual, to 
the end that the most memorable events in 
our individual and Church life shall be ob- 
_ served with appropriate dignity and reverence. 
Only so shall there be possible such impression 
as tends to fix in thought those golden hours, 
those epochal days and ordinances which come 
not often in a human life, but of which the 
memory should be as a perennial fountain of 
blessing. 

q It must conduce to the faithful perform- 
- ance of vow and covenant, not only to recall 
the outward circumstance under which the vow 
was taken and the covenant solemnly made, 
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but to read in some hour, apart from men, 
alone with God, the very word of <7 vow 
and covenant. 

Q With the family gathered, what could 
serve more surely to strengthen the hold of 
religion upon the home than to go over once 
more the tender words in which the troth was 
plighted, or the children dedicated to God in 
baptism, or the solemn avowals given of faith 
and devotion ? 

q What could so serve as preparation for 
communion at our Lord’s table as careful re- 
flection upon those gracious pleadings of the 
Invitation, or the searching scrutiny of the 
Confession, or the comfortable hope which 
breathes in every Collect : or meditation upon 
the Prayer of Consecration, that solemn me- 
morial of the Upper Room, the Garden and 
the Cross, which, though so frequently re- 
peated, must, nevertheless, move the deeps of 
our spiritual life whenever heard or read ? 

q Extempore prayer and address will always 
have large place in the private and public 
worship of the people called Methodists. We 
would not have it otherwise, but the venerable 
order of the Ritual, enriched with the treasures 
of ancient faith and learning, should also be 
made to yield to us its own full measure of 
inspiration. 

q Desiring that the stately ceremonies of 
our Church be appropriately observed, solicit- - 
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ous also that the sense of obligation in every 
vow and covenant be quickened, that every 
fellowship of high privilege be sweetened, that 
the great services of worship and dedication 
shall with new intensity make their impress 
upon life, we bespeak for the Ritual of the 
Church the attentive study of all our people, 
and urge its invariable use upon all the 
occasions for which it has been prepared. 

q@ And may the Great Head of the Church 
accept the work of his servants and bless this 
Ritual to the deepening of spiritual life and 
the extension of his Kingdom. 


Y order and on behalf of the Bishops of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


LUTHER BARTON WILSON, 
Secretary. 


THE RITUAL 


BAPTISM 


[Let every adult person, and the parents of every child 
to be baptized, have the choice of either sprinkling, pour- 
ing, or immersion. ] 

[We will on no account whatever make a charge for ad- 
ministering Baptism. ] 


Order for the Administration of Baptism to 
Infants 


The Minister, coming to the Font, which is to 
be filled with pure Water, shall use the 
following: 


Dearty BeLovep, forasmuch as God in his 
great mercy hath entered into covenant rela- 
tion with man, wherein he hath included chil- 
dren as partakers of its gracious benefits; and 
our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Suffer the little 
children to come unto me; forbid them not: 
for to such belongeth the kingdom of God; I 
beseech you to call upon God the Father, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, that having, of 
his bounteous mercy, redeemed this child by 
the blood of his Son, he will grant that he, 
being baptized with water, may also be bap- 
tized with the Holy Spirit, be received into 
Christ’s holy Church, and become a lively 
Member of the same. 


9 


THE RITUAL 


Then shall the Minister say: 
Let us pray. 


Almighty and Everlasting God, who by thy 
well-beloved Son Jesus Christ gavest com- 
mandment to go into all the world and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit; we beseech thee, that 
of thine infinite mercy thou wilt look upon 
this child: that he, being saved by thy grace, 
and received into Christ’s holy Church, may 
be steadfast in faith, joyful through hope, 
and rooted in love, and may so overcome all 
evil that finally he may reign with thee, world 
without end, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Then shall the Minister address the Parents or 
other Sponsors as followeth: 


Dearly Beloved, forasmuch as this: child is 
now presented by you for Christian Baptism, 
and is thus consecrated to God and to his 
Church, it is your part and duty to see that 
he be taught, as soon as he shall be able to 
learn, the nature and end of this Holy Sacra- 
ment; that he shall read the Holy Scriptures 
and learn the Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Catechism; and that he be instructed in the 
principles of our Holy. Faith and the nature 
of the Christian life. And ye shall call upon 
him to give reverent attendance upon the ap- 
pointed means of grace, such as the ministry 
of the Word, and the public and private wor- 
ship of God; and that in every way, by precept 
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and example, ye shall seek to lead him into 
the love of God and the service of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Do you therefore solemnly engage to fulfill 
these duties, so far as in you lies, the Lord 
being your helper? 


Answer. We do. 


Then shall the People stand up, and the Min- 
ister shall say: 


Hear the words of the Gospel, written by St. 
Mark. [Chap. 10. 13-16.] 


And they were bringing unto him little 
children, that he should touch them: and the 
disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw 
it, he was moved with indignation, and said 
unto them, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me; forbid them not: for to such be- 
longeth the kingdom of God. Verily I say 
unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall in 
no wise enter therein. And he took them 
in his arms, and blessed them, laying his 
hands upon them. 


Then the Minister may take the Child in his 
arms, and say to the Parents or other 
Sponsors: 


What name shall be given to this child? 


And then, naming it after them, he shall bap- 
tige it, saying: 

N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Then shall the Minister offer the following 
Prayer, the People kneeling: 


O God of infinite mercy, be pleased to grant 
unto this child an understanding mind and a 
sanctified heart. May thy providence lead 
him through the dangers, temptations, and 
ignorance of fis youth, that he may never run 
into folly, nor into the evils of an unbridled 
appetite. We pray thee so to order the course 
of his life that, by good education, by holy 
examples, and by thy restraining and renew- 
ing grace, he may be led to serve thee faith- 
fully all his days, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Almighty and Most Merciful Father, grant 
unto these, thy servants, the parents [spon- 
sors] of this child, thy Holy Spirit, that they 
may command their household to keep the 
way of the Lord; that their whole family may 
be united to our Lord Jesus Christ in the 
bonds of faith, obedience, and charity; and 
that they all, being in this life thy holy chil- 
dren, may be admitted into the Church of the 
first born in heaven, through the merits of thy 
Son, our Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 


Then may the Minister offer extemporary 
Prayer. 


Then shall be said by the Minister and People, . 
all kneeling: 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
the name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
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against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
_ but deliver us from evil: for thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 


Order for the Administration of Baptism to such 
as are of Riper Years 


The Minister, addressing the Congregation, 
shall say: 

Dearty BeELovep, forasmuch as all men 
have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and our Saviour Christ saith except a 
man be born anew he cannot see the kingdom 
of God, and also gave commandment saying: 
Go ye, therefore, and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: 
I beseech you to call upon God the Father, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, that of his 
bounteous goodness he will grant to these 
persons that which by nature they cannot 
have; that they, being baptized with water, 
may also be baptized with the Holy Spirit, 
and, being received into Christ’s holy Church, 
may continue lively Members of the same. 


Then shall the Minister say: 
Ret "us; pray. 


Almighty and Everliving God, the aid of 
all that need, the helper of all that flee to thee 
for succor, the life of them that believe, and 
the resurrection of the dead: we call upon 
thee for these persons, that they, coming to 
thy Holy Baptism, may also be filled with the 
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Holy Spirit. Receive them, O Lord, as thou 
hast promised by thy well-beloved Son, say- 
ing, Ask, and ye shall receive; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you. So give now unto us that ask; let us that 
seek, find; open the gate unto us that knock; 
that these persons may enjoy the everlasting 
benediction of thy heavenly washing, and may 
come to the eternal kingdom which thou hast 
promised, by Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then may the Minister read the following 
Lesson: 


And Peter said unto them, Repent ye, and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For to you is the promise, and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call unto 
him. And with many other words he testi- 
fied, and exhorted them, saying, Save your- 
selves from this crooked generation. They 
then that received his word were baptized: 
and there were added unto them in that day 
about three thousand souls. And they con- 
tinued stedfastly in the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the 
prayers. [Acts 2. 38-42.] 


Or this 


Now there was a man of the Pharisees, 
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: the 
same came unto him by night, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
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come from God; for no one can do these 
signs that thou doest, except God be with 
him. Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except one be 
born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man 
be born when he is old? can he enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb, and be born? 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except one be born of water and the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be 
born anew. The wind bloweth where it will, 
and thou hearest the voice thereof, but know- 
est not whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the 
Spirit. [John 3. 1-8.] 


Then shall the Minister speak to the Persons 
to be baptized on this wise: 


Well Beloved, who have come hither desir- 
ing to receive Holy Baptism, you have heard 
how the Congregation hath prayed that our 
Lord Jesus Christ would vouchsafe to receive 
you, to bless you, and to give you the king- 
dom of heaven, and everlasting life. And our 
Lord Jesus Christ hath promised in his holy 
word to grant all those things that we have 
prayed for: which promise he for his part 
will most surely keep and perform. 

Wherefore, after this promise made by 
Christ, you must also faithfully, for your part, 
promise in the presence of this whole Congre- 
gation, that you will renounce the devil and 
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all his works, and constantly believe God’s 
Holy Word, and obediently keep his com- 
mandments. 


Tue BapTisMAL CovENANT 


Then shall the Minister demand of each of 
the Persons to be baptized: 


Dost thou renounce the devil and all his 
works, the vain pomp and glory of the world, 
with all covetous desires of the same, and the 
carnal desires of the flesh, so that thou wilt 
not follow nor be led by them? 


Answer. I renounce them all. 


Dost thou believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son 
our Lord; and that he was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; that 
he suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci- 
fied, dead, and buried; that he rose the third 
day; that he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; 
and from thence shall come again at the end 
of the world, to judge the quick and the 
dead ? 

And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost ; 
the holy catholic’ Church, the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrec- 
tion of the body; and everlasting life after 
death ? 


Answer. All this I steadfastly believe. 


Wilt thou be baptized in this faith? 
Answer. Such is my desire. 
1 The one universal Church of Christ. 
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Wilt thou then obediently keep God’s holy 
will and commandments, and walk in the same 
all the days of thy life? 

Answer. I will endeavor so to do, God 
being my helper. 


Then shall the Minister say: 


O Merciful God, grant that all sinful affec- 
tions may die in these persons, and that all 
things belonging to the Spirit may live and 
grow in them. Amen. 

Grant that they, being here dedicated to 
thee in holy baptism, may also be endued with 
heavenly virtues, and everlastingly rewarded 
through thy mercy, O blessed Lord God, who 
dost live, and govern all things, world without 
end. Amen. 

Almighty, Everliving God, regard, we be- 
seech thee, our supplications; and grant that 
the persons, now to be baptized may receive 
the fullness of thy grace, and ever remain in 
the number of thy faithful and beloved chil- 
dren, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Then the Minister, asking the name of each 

Person, shall baptize him, saying: 

N., . . . I baptize thee in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Then shall be said by the Minister and people, 
all kneeling: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
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trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: for thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 


Then may the Minister conclude with extem- 
porary Prayer. 
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RECEPTION OF MEMBERS 


Form for Receiving Persons into the Church 
as Preparatory Members 


[The use of this form is discretionary with the minister.] 


Those who are to be received into the Church 
as Preparatory Members may be called for- 
ward by name, and the Minister, address- 
ing the Congregation, shall say: 


DerarLy BELOVED BRETHREN, that none may 
be admitted hastily into the Church, we re- 
ceive persons who seek fellowship with us on 
professsion of faith into a preparatory mem- 
bership; in which proof may be made, both 
to themselves and to the Church, of the 
sincerity and depth of their convictions and 
of the strength of their purpose to lead a new 
life. 

The persons here present desire to be so 
admitted. You will hear their answers to the 
questions put to them, and if you make no 
objection they will be received. 

It is needful, however, that you be reminded 
of your own responsibility, as having pre- 
viously entered this holy fellowship and now 
representing the Church into which they seek 
admission. Inasmuch as they should find in 
you holy examples of life and loving help in 
the true serving of their Lord and ours, I 
beseech you so to order your own lives that 
these new disciples may take no detriment 
from you, but that it may ever be to them a 
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cause for thanksgiving to God that they were 
led into this fellowship. 


Then, addressing the Persons seeking Admis- 
sion as Preparatory Members, the Mints- 
ter shall say: 


Dearly Beloved, you have, by the grace of 
God, made your decision to follow Christ and 
to serve him. Your confidence in so doing ts 
not to be based on any notion of fitness or 
worthiness in yourselves, but on the gracious . 
promise of God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who loved us and gave himself for 
us. 

That the Church may know your purpose, 
you will answer the following questions: 


Have you an earnest desire to be saved 
from your sins? 
Answer. I have. 


Will you guard against all things contrary 
to the teaching of God’s Word, and endeavor 
to lead a holy life, following the command- 
ments of God? 


Answer. I will endeavor so to do. 


Will you give reverent attendance upon the 
appointed means of grace in the ministry of 
the Word, and in the private and. public wor- 
ship of God? 

Answer. With the help of God, I will. 


The Minister shall then welcome the Candi- 
dates as Preparatory Members, and may 
assign them to classes. 

Then may the Minister offer extemporary 
Prayer. 
20 
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Form for Receiving Persons into the Church 
from Preparatory Membership 


On the day appointed, all that are to be re- 
ceived into the Church shall be called for- 
ward, and the Minister, addressing the Con- 
gregation, shall say: 


Dearty BELovenp, the Scriptures teach us 
that the Church is the household of God, the 
body of which Christ is the head; and that 
it is the design of the gospel to bring together 
in one all who are in Christ. The end of this 
fellowship is the salvation of men and the 
establishment of the kingdom of God upon 
earth. As helps thereto the Church is charged 
’ with the maintenance of sound doctrine and 
of the ordinances of Christian worship, and 
with the exercise of that power of godly 
admonition and discipline which Christ has 
committed te her for the promotion of holi- 
ness. The duties of those united in this fel- 
lowship are to continue steadfast in the faith 
and practice of the gospel; to promote the 
peace and unity of the Church; to labor for 
the spread of love and righteousness; and by 
word and deed to bring others into the fold 
of Jesus Christ. 

Into this holy fellowship the persons before 
you, who have already received the sacrament 
of Baptism and have been under instruction 
in the doctrines of Holy Scripture as taught 
by the Methodist Episcopal Church, come 
seeking admission. We now propose, in the 
fear of God, to question them as to their faith 
and purposes, that you may know that they 
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are proper persons to be admitted into the 
Church. 


Then, addressing the Persons seeking Admis- 
sion, the Minister shall say: 


Dearly Beloved, you are come hither seek- 
ing the great privilege of union with the 
Church our Saviour has purchased with his 
own blood. We rejoice in the grace of God 
vouchsafed unto you in that he has called you 
to be his followers, and that thus far you 
have run well. You have heard how solemn 
are the duties of membership in Christ’s 
Church; and before you are fully admitted 
thereto, it is proper that you do here publicly 
renew your vows, confess your faith, and 
declare your purpose, by answering the fol- 
lowing questions: 

Do you here, in the presence of God and 
of this Congregation, renew the solemn prom- 
ise contained in the Baptismal Covenant, rati- 
fying and confirming the same, and acknowl- 
edging yourselves bound faithfully to observe 
and keep that Covenant ? 


Answer. Ido. 


Do you receive Jesus Christ as your Saviour, 
and do you confess him as your Lord and 
Master ? 

Answer. I do. 


Do you believe in the Doctrines of the Holy 
Scriptures as set forth in the Articles of Reli- 
gion of the Methodist Episcopal Church? 

Answer. Ido. 
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Will you study earnestly and prayerfully to 
know your duty concerning the principles of 
Christian stewardship, and will you contribute 
of your earthly substance, as God has pros- 
pered you, to the support of the Gospel and 
the various benevolent enterprises of the 
Church? 


Answer. I will. 


Will you cheerfully be governed by the 
Rules of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
hold sacred the Ordinances of God, and en- 
deavor, as much as in you lies, to promote 
the welfare of your brethren and the advance- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom? 


Answer. I will. 


Then, the Candidates knecling, the Minister 
shall say: 

Defend, O Lord, these thy servants with 
thy heavenly grace; that they may continue 
thine forever; and daily increase in thy Holy 
Spirit, more and more, until they come unto 
thy everlasting kingdom. Amen. 


Then the Minister, extending the right hand 
of fellowship, shall say to the Candidates: 
We welcome you to the communion of the 

Church of God; and, in testimony of our 

Christian affection and the cordiality with 

which we receive you, I hereby extend to you 

the right hand of fellowship: and may God 
grant that you may be a faithful and useful 

Member of the Church militant till you are 

called to the fellowship of the Church trium- 

phant, which is “without fault before the 
throne of God.” 
23 
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Form for Receiving Children as Members of 
the Church 


We regard all children who have been baptized as stand- 
ing in covenant relation to God, and as preparatory mem- 
bers under the special care and supervision of the Church. 
Whenever baptized children shall understand the obligations 
of religion, and shall give evidence of piety, they may be 
admitted into full membership in the Church. See Dis- 
cipline, paragraphs 49 to 54. 

At the appointed time, the Minister shall read 
the names of the children to be received; 
and, after they have come forward, he shall 


say to the Congregation: 


DearLy BELoven, these persons here pres- 
ent before you are baptized children of the 
Church, who, having arrived at the years of 
discretion, desire now to confirm the vows 
of their baptism and to enter upon the active 
duties and the full privileges of membership 
in the Church of Christ. They have been 
duly instructed as to the truths of the Chris- 
tian faith, and have been examined as to their 
fitness for such membership. Before they 
assume the required vows, let us invoke on 
their behalf the gracious blessing of God our 
Father, and the continued presence of the 
Holy Spirit who hath inclined their hearts to 
this end. 


Then shall the Minister say: 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, who hast ap- 
pointed unto children a place in thy kingdom, 
and through thy well beloved Son didst give 
unto them thy blessing, we beseech thee that 
thou wilt visit with thy favor the homes of 
this congregation, and fill the hearts of all 
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parents with the fear of God and the spirit 
of wisdom and love. We pray that thy church 
may be faithful in the nurture of those com- 
mitted to her care. Let thy blessing rest upon 
these, thy children, whom thou hast graciously 
inclined to thy service and to the fellowship 
of thy people. We beseech thee, that thou 
wilt so further them by thy grace and direct 
them by thy Spirit, that they may be faithful 
servants in thy kingdom on earth, and finally 
reign with thee in thy kingdom above, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Ammen. 


Then shall the Minister say: 


Hear the words of the Gospel as written by 
St. Luke (Chap. 2. 40-52). 


And the child grew, and waxed strong, 
filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was 
upon him. And his parents went every year 
to Jerusalem at the feast of the passover. 
And when he was twelve years old, they went 
up after the custom of the feast; and when 
they had fulfilled the days, as they were re- 
turning, the boy Jesus tarried behind in Jeru- 
salem; and his parents knew it not; but sup- 
posing him to be in the company, they went 
a day’s journey; and they sought for him 
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance: and 
when they found him not, they returned to 
Jerusalem, seeking for him. And it came to 
pass, after three days they found him in the 
temple, siting in the midst of the teachers, 
both hearing them, and asking them questions: 
and all that heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. And when 
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they saw him, they were astonished; and his 
mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou 
thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I 
sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto 
them, How is it that ye sought me? know ye 
not that I must be in my Father’s house? And 
they understood not the saying which he spake 
unto them. And he went down with them, 
and came to Nazareth; and he was subject 
unto them: and his mother kept all these 
sayings in her heart. 


Then shall the Minister address the Persons 
seeking Admission as follows: 


Dearly Beloved, we rejoice in the grace of 
God in that he has brought you to this place, 
and by his Spirit has confirmed you in your 
purpose to serve him and to live in the fellow- 
ship of the Church of Christ. It is needful 
now that you should declare your faith and 
purpose in the presence of this congregation 
by answering the following questions: 


Do you receive Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour, and do you confess him as your 
Lord and Master? 

Answer. Ido. 


Do you receive and profess the Christian 
Faith as contained in the New Testament of 
our Lord Jesus Christ? 

Answer. I do. 


Will you be loyal to the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, and uphold it by your prayer, your 
presence, your gifts, and your service? 

Answer. I will. 
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Then, the Candidates kneeling, the Minister 
shall say: 


Defend, O Lord, these thy Children with 
thy heavenly grace, that they may continue 
thine forever, and daily increase in thy Holy 
Spirit more and more, until they come unto 
thy everlasting kingdom. Amen. 


Then the Minister, extending the right hand 
of fellowship, shall say to the Candidates: 


We welcome you to the communion of 
the Church of God; and, in testimony of our 
Christian affection and the cordiality with 
which we receive you, I hereby extend to you 
the right hand of fellowship: and may God 
grant that you may be a faithful and useful 
Member of the Church militant till you are 
called to the fellowship of the Church trium- 
phant, which is “without fault before the 
throne of God.” 
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THE LORD’S SUPPER, OR THE HOLY 
COMMUNION 


[Let the pure, unfermented juice of the grape be used in 
administering the Lord’s Supper. ] i 
t persons who have scruples concerning the receiving 
of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper kneeling be per- 
mitted to receive it either standing or sitting. ] 


Order for the Administration of the Lord’s 
Supper 


[If the Minister so desire, he may here use the Ten Com- 
mandments, with responses by the people, as contained in 
the Hymnal, Number 738.] 


The Minister shall say one or more of these 
Sentences, during the reading of which the 
Persons appointed for that purpose shall 
receive the Offering for the Poor: 


Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
the earth, where moth and rust consume, and 
where thieves break through and steal: but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust doth consume, and 
where thieves do not break through nor steal : 
for where thy treasure is, there will thy heart 
be also. [Matt. 6. 19-21.] 

All things therefore whatsoever ye would 
that men should do unto you, even so do ye 
also unto them: for this is the law and the 
prophets. [Matt. 7. 12.] 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father who 
is in heaven, [Matt. 7. 21.] 
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Zaccheus stood, and said unto the Lord, 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor; and if I have wrongfully exacted 
agar any man, I restore fourfold. [Luke 
19. 8. 

He that soweth sparingly shall reap also 
sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully. Let each man do 
according as he hath purposed in his heart: 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth 
a cheerful giver. [2 Cor. 9. 6, 7.] 

So then, as we have opportunity, let us 
work that which is good toward all men, and 
especially toward them that are of the house- 
hold of the faith. [Gal. 6. 10.] 

Godliness with contentment is great gain: 
for we brought nothing into the world, for 
neither can we carry anything out. [1 Tim. 
626, 27.) 

Charge them that are rich in this present 
world, that they be not highminded, nor have 
their hope set on the uncertainty of riches, but 
on God, who giveth us richly all things to en- 
joy; that they do good, that they be rich in 
good works, that they be ready to distribute, 
willing to communicate; laying up in store 
for themselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, that they may lay hold on the 
life which is life indeed. [1 Tim. 6. 17-19.] 

For God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and the love which ye showed toward 
his name, in that ye ministered unto the saints, 
and still do minister. [Heb. 6. Io.] 

To do good and to communicate forget not: 
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
fHeb, 1316.] 
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Whoso hath the world’s goods, and _ be- 
holdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up 
his compassion from him, how doth the love 
of God abide in him? [1 John 3. 17.] 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth 
unto Jehovah, And his good deed will he pay 
him again. [Prov. 19. 17.] 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the 
Lord will deliver him in time of trouble. 
pPsa.i42.c8. | 

Thou shalt surely open thy hand unto thy 
brother, to thy needy, and to thy poor, in 
thy land. [Deut. 15. 11.] 


After which the Minister shall give the fol- 
lowing Invitation, the People standing: 


If any man sin, we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and 
he is the propitiation for our sins; and not 
for. ours only, but also for the whole world. 

Wherefore ye that do truly and earnestly 
repent of your sins, and are in love and charity 
with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new 
life, following the commandments of God, 
and walking from henceforth in his holy 
ways, draw near with faith, and take this 
holy Sacrament to your comfort; and, de- 
voutly kneeling, make your humble confession 
to Almighty God. 


Then shall this general Confession be made 
by the Minister and all those who are 
minded to receive the Holy Communion, he 
and all the People devoutly kneeling and 
saying: 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all men, 
we acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins 
and wickedness, which we from time to time 
most grievously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, against thy Divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indigna- 
tion against us. We do earnestly repent, and 
are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto 
us. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon 
us, most merciful Father; for thy Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is 
past; and grant that-we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, to 
the honor and glory of thy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister say: 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who 
of thy great mercy hast promised forgiveness 
of sins to all'them that with hearty repentance 
and true faith turn unto thee, have mercy 
upon us; pardon and deliver us from all our 
sins; confirm and strengthen us in all good- 
ness; and bring us to everlasting life, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


This Collect shall then be said by the Minis- 
ter and those intending to receive the Holy 
Communion: 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are 
open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
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magnify thy holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister say: 


‘We do not presume to come to this thy 
table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under thy table. But 
thou art the same Lord, whose property is 
always to have mercy. Grant us, therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear 
Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that 
we may live and grow thereby ; and that, being 
washed through his most precious blood, we 
may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. 
Amen. 


Then the Minister shall offer the Prayer of 
Consecration, as followeth: 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of 
thy tender mercy didst give thine only Son 
Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross 
for our redemption; who made there, by his 
oblation of himself once offered, a full, per- 
fect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world; and did institute, and in his 
holy Gospel command us to continue, a per- 
petual memory of his precious death until his 
coming again: hear us, O merciful Father, we 
most humbly beseech thee, and grant that we, 
receiving these thy creatures of bread and 
wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of 
his death and passion, may be partakers of his 
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most blessed body and blood, 
who, in the same night that he aoe ea 
1 t 

was betrayed, took bread (*); ine'blave of Bread 

and when he had given thanks, jn his pond. 

he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, Take, eat; this is my body 

which is given for you; do this in remem- 

brance of me. 

Likewise after supper he took (*) the cup; 

and when he had given thanks, 

eke me em? he gave it to them, saying, Drink 

ake the cup in his = ig 2 

apt ye all of this; for this is my blood 
of the New Testament, which 

is shed for you, and for many, for the remis- 

sion of sins; do this, as oft as ye shall drink 

it, in remembrance of me. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister receive the Com- 
munion in both kinds, and proceed to de- 
liver the same to the other Ministers, if any 
be present; after which he shall say: 


It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, 
Almighty, Everlasting God. 


Then shall be said or sung by all the people: 
[The Hymnal, 741] 


Therefore with angels and archangels, and 
with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious name, evermore praising 
thee, and saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
of Hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high! 
Amen. 
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The Minister shall then proceed to administer 
the Communion to the People in order, 
kneeling, into their uncovered hands; and 
when he delivereth the Bread, he shall say: 


The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
‘was given for thee, preserve thy soul and body 
unto everlasting life. Take and eat this in re- 
membrance that Christ died for thee; and 
feed on him in thy heart by faith, with thanks- 
giving. 
And the Minister that delivereth the Cup shall 
Su? 


The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 
was shed for thee, preserve thy soul and body 
unto everlasting life. Drink this in remem- 
brance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee, 
and be thankful. 


[If the Consecrated bread or wine shall be all spent be- 
fore all have communed, the Elder may Consecrate more by 
repeating the Prayer of Consecration. ] 

[When all have communed, the Minister shall return to 
the Lord’s table and place upon it what remaineth of the 
Consecrated elements, covering the same with a fair linen 
cloth. ] 

Then shall the Elder say the Lord’s Prayer; 
the People kneeling, and repeating after 
him every petition: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: for thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
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After which the Minister and People shall say: 


O Lord our heavenly Father, we thy humble 
servants desire thy Fatherly goodness merci- 
fully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to 
grant, that, by the merits and death of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his 
blood, we and thy whole Church may obtain 
forgiveness of our sins, and all other benefits 
of his passion. And here we offer and present 
unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively 
sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee 
that all we who are partakers of this Holy 
Communion may be filled with thy grace and 
heavenly benediction. And although we be 
unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer 
unto thee any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee 
to accept this our bounden duty and service; 
not weighing our merits, but pardoning our 
offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by 
whom, and with whom, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, world without end. Amen. 


Then shall be said or sung by all the People 
standing: 


[The Hymnal, 742. ] 


Glory be to God on high, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men! We praise thee, 
we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify 
thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great 
glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 
Father Almighty! 

O Lord, the only begotten Son Jesus Christ: 
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, receive 
our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand 
of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For 
thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; 
thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art 
most high in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 


Then the Minister shall let the People depart 
with this Blessing: 


The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord: and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

[The Minister is expected to use the full form, but, if 
straitened for time in the usual administration of the Holy 
Communion, he may omit any part of the service, except the 
Invitation, the Confession, and the Prayer of Consecration; 
and in its administration to the sick he may omit any part 
of the service except the Confession, the Prayer of Con- 
secration, and the usual sentences in delivering the Bread 


and Wine, closing with the Lord’s Prayer, extemporary sup- 
plication, and the Benediction, ] 
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Form for the Solemnization of Matrimony 


[The parts in brackets throughout may be used or not at 
discretion.] 

At the time appointed, the persons to be mar- 
ried—having been qualified according to 
law—standing together, the Man on the 
right hand and the Woman on the left, the 
Minister shall say: 


Dearty BELovED, we are gathered together 

here in the sight of God, and in the presence 
of these witnesses, to join together this man 
and this woman in holy Matrimony ; which is 
an honorable estate, instituted of God in the 
time of man’s innocency, signifying unto us 
the mystical union that exists between Christ 
and his Church; which holy estate Christ 
adorned and beautified with his presence, and 
first miracle that he wrought, in Cana of 
Galilee; and therefore is not by any to be 
entered into unadvisedly, but reverently, dis- 
creetly, and in the fear of God. 
_ Into which holy estate these two persons 
present come now to be joined. Therefore if 
any can show just cause why they may not 
lawfully be joined together, let him now speak, 
or else hereafter forever hold his peace. 


[And also speaking unto the Persons that are 
to be married, the Minister shall say: 
I require and charge you both, that if either 
of you know any impediment why ye may not 
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be lawfully joined together in matrimony, ye 
do now confess it: for be ye well assured, that 
so many as are married otherwise than God’s 
Word doth allow, are not joined together by 
God, neither is their matrimony lawful.] 


If no impediment be alleged, then shall the 
Minister say unto the Man, using his given 
name: 


M., wilt thou have this woman to be thy 
wedded wife, to live together after God’s 
ordinance in the holy estate of matrimony? 
Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honor and 
keep her, in sickness and in health; and for- 
saking all other, keep thee only unto her, so 
long as ye both shall live? 


The Man shall answer: 
I will. 
Then shall the Minister say unto the Woman, 
using her given name: 

N., wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded 
husband, to live together after God’s ordi- 
nance in the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt 
thou love him, comfort him, honor and keep 
him, in sickness and in health; and forsaking 
all other, keep thee only unto him, so long as 
ye both shall live? 

The Woman shall answer: 
I will. 
[Then shall the Minister say: 
Who giveth this Woman to be married to this 
Man?]| 
[Answer: I do.] 
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[Then the Minister shall cause the Man with 
his right hand to take the Woman by her 
right hand, and, using the given names, to 
say after him as followeth: 


I, M., take thee, N., to be my wedded wife, 
to have and to hold, from this day forward, 
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, 
till death us do part, according to God’s holy 
ordinance; and thereto I plight thee my faith. 


Then shall they loose their hands, and the 
Woman, with her right hand taking the Man 
by his right hand, shall likewise say after 
the Minister: 


I, N., take thee, M., to be my wedded hus- 
band, to have and to hold, from this day for- 
ward, for better, for worse, for richer, for 
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and 
to cherish, till death us do part, according to 
God’s holy ordinance; and thereto I plight 
thee my faith. | 
[If the parties desire it, the Man shall here 

hand a Ring to the Minister, who shall re- 

turn it to him, and direct him to place it on 
the third finger of the Woman’s left hand. 

And the Man shall say to the Woman, re- 

peating after the Minister: 

With this ring I thee wed, and with my 
worldly goods I thee endow, in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. | ; 

Then shall the Minister pray thus: 


O Eternal God, Creator and Preserver of 
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all mankind, Giver of all spiritual grace, the 
Author of everlasting life: send thy blessing 
upon these thy servants, this man and this 
woman, whom we bless in thy name; that they 
may surely perform and keep the vow and 
covenant between them made, and may ever 
remain in perfect love and peace together, 
and live according to thy laws, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister join their right hands 
together, and say, using the given names: 


Forasmuch as M. and N. have consented 
together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed 
the same before God and this company, and 
thereto have pledged their faith either to 
other, and have declared the same by joining 
of hands [and by giving and receiving a ring] ; 
I pronounce that they are husband and wife 
together, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Those whom 
God hath joined together, let not man put 
asunder. Amen. 


And the Minister shall add this Blessing: 


God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord 
mercifully with his favor look upon you; and 
so fill you with all spiritual benediction and 
grace, that ye may so live together in this life 
that in the world to come ye may have life 
everlasting. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister and the People to- 
gether repeat the Lord’s Prayer: 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
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thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, asitisin heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: for thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 


The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord: and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with 
you always. Amen. 


AI 


THE RITUAL 


BURIAL OF THE DEAD 


[We will on no account whatever make a charge for 
burying the dead.] 


Form for Burial of the Dead 


The Minister, going before the Body, shall 
say: 

I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth on me, though he die, yet shall he 
live; and whosoever liveth and believeth on 
me shall never die. [John 11. 25, 26.] 

For we know that if the earthly house of 
our tabernacle be dissolved, we have a build- 
ing from God, a house not made with hands, 
eternal, in the heavens.- [2 Cor. 5. 1.] 

And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord 
God the Almighty, and the Lamb, are the 
temple thereof. And the city hath no need 
of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine upon 
it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the 
lamp thereof is the Lamb. [Rev. 21. 22, 23.] 


In the House or Church may be read one of 
the following Psalms: 


Psalm 23 


The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 

42 


BURIAL OF THE DEAD 


thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life; and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever. 


Psalm 90. I, 2, 4-6, 12, 14, 16, 17 


Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in 
all generations. Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the 
earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting thou art God. For a thousand 
years in thy sight are but as yesterday when 
it is past, and as a watch in the night. Thou 
carriest them away as with a flood; they are 
as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass 
which groweth up. In the morning it flourish- 
eth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut 
down, and withereth. So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. O satisfy us early with thy mercy; 
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and 
thy glory unto their children. And let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; and 
establish thou the work of our hands upon 
us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou 
ats 
Then may follow the reading of the Epistle, 

as follows: 


1 Corinthians 15. 41-49, 53-58 


There is one glory of the sun, and another 
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glory of the moon, and another glory of the 
stars; for one star differeth from another star 
in glory. So also is the resurrection of the 
dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised 
in incorruption: it is sown in dishonor; it is 
raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is 
raised in power: it is sown a natural body; 
it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 
So also it is written, The first man Adam be- 
came a living soul. The last Adam became a 
life-giving spirit. Howbeit that is not first 
which is spiritual, but that which is natural; 
then that which is spiritual. The first man 
is of the earth, earthy: the second man is of 
heaven. As is the earthy, such are they also 
that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such 
are they also that are heavenly. And as we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly. 

For this corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
But when this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, then shall come to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up 
in victory. O death, where is thy victory? 
O death, where is thy sting? The sting of 
death is sin; and the power of sin is the law: 
but thanks be to God, who giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Where- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
movable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor 
is not vain in the Lord. 
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Or this: 
John 14. 1-3, 15-20, 25-27 


Let not your heart be troubled: believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would 
have told you; for I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I come again, and will receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 

If ye love me, ye will keep my command- 
ments. And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may be with you for ever, even the Spirit of 
truth: whom the world cannot receive; for it 
beholdeth him not, neither knoweth him: ye 
know him; for he abideth with you, and shall 
be in you. I will not leave you desolate: I 
come unto you. Yet a little while, and the 
world beholdeth me no more; but ye behold 
me: because I live, ye shall live also. In that 
day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and 
ye in me, and I in you. 

These things have I spoken unto you, while 
yet abiding with you. But the Comforter, 
even the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, 
and bring to your remembrance all that I 
said unto you. Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be fearful. 


Or this: 
Revelation 7. 9-17 
After these things I saw, and behold, a 
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great multitude, which no man could number, 
out of every nation and of all tribes and peo- 
ples and tongues, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, arrayed in white robes, 
and palms in their hands; and they cry with 
a great voice, saying, 

Salvation unto our God who sitteth on 

the throne, and unto the Lamb. 
And all the angels were standing round about 
the throne, and about the elders and the four 
living creatures; and they fell before the 
throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 
saying, 

Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, 

and thanksgiving, and honor, and power, 

and might, be unto our God for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
And one of the elders answered, saying unto 
me, These that are arrayed in the white robes, 
who are they, and whence came they? And 
I say unto him, My lord, thou knowest. And 
he said to me, These are they that come ouf 
of the great tribulation, and they washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God; and they serve him day and 
night in his temple: and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall spread his tabernacle over 
them. They shall hunger no more, neither 
thirst any more; neither shall the sun strike 
upon them, nor any heat: for the Lamb that 
is in the midst of the throne shall be their 
shepherd, and shall guide them unto fountains 
of waters of life: and God shall wipe away 
every tear from their eyes. 
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At the Grave, when the Body is laid in the 
Earth, the Minister shall say: - 


Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, what it is; that I may 
know how frail I am. 

In the midst of life we are in death: of 
whom may we seek for succor, but of thee, 
O Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased ? 

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most 
mighty, deliver us not into the bitter pains of 
eternal death; but grant us everlasting life 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour and Re- 
deemer. Amen. 


Then, while the Earth may be cast upon the 
Body by some standing by, the Minister 
shall say: 

Forasmuch as the spirit of the departed hath 
returned to the God who gave it, we therefore 
commit jis body to the ground, earth to earth, 
ashes to ashes, dust to dust; looking for the 
general resurrection in the last day, and the 
life of the world to come, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ; at. whose second coming in 
glorious majesty to judge the world, the earth 
and the sea shall give up their dead; and 
the corruptible bodies of those who sleep in 
him shall be changed and made like unto his 
own glorious body; according to the mighty 
working whereby he is able to subdue all 
things unto himself. 

Then shall be sad: 
I heard a voice from heaven saying, Write, 


Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 
henceforth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they 


47 


THE RITUAL 


may rest from their labors; for their works 
follow with them. 


Then shall the Minister say: 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Response Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


Then the Minister may offer this Prayer: 


Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits 
of those who depart hence in the Lord, and 
with whom the souls of the faithful after 
death are in joy and felicity: we give thee 
hearty thanks for the good examples of all 
those thy servants, who, having finished their 
course in faith, do now rest from their labors. 
And we beseech thee, that we, with all those 
who are departed in the true faith of thy holy 
name, may have our perfect consummation 
and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy eternal 
and everlasting glory, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


The Collect 


O Merciful God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection and the 
life; in whom whosoever believeth shall live, 
though he die, and whosoever liveth and be- 
lieveth in him shall not die eternally: we 
meekly beseech thee, O Father, to raise us 
from the death of sin unto the life of right- 
eousness ; that when we shall depart this life 
we may rest in him; and at the general resur- 
rection on the last day may be found accept- 
able in thy sight, and receive that blessing 
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which thy well-beloved Son shall then pro- 
nounce to all that love and fear thee, saying, 
Come, ye blessed children of my Father, re- 
ceive the kingdom prepared for you from the 
beginning of the world. Grant this, we be- 
seech thee, O Merciful Father, through Jesus 
Christ our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 


Then shall the Minister and the People to- 
gether repeat the Lord’s Prayer: 


Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: for thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 


the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen. 


Form for the Burial of a Child 


The service may begin with a suitable Hymn, 
after which the Minister may offer the fol- 
lowing Prayer, saying: 

Let us pray. 


Almighty God our heavenly Father, the 
refuge of all thy saints and the sure defense 
of all who put their trust in thee, lift upon 
us the light of thy countenance and give us 
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peace. We know not thy counsels, O Lord, 
for thy thoughts are not our thoughts, nor 
thy ways our ways. Thou art infinitely holy, 
wise, and good, and thou doest all things well. 
Thou dost teach us in thy Holy Word that all 
things work together for good to them that 
love God, and that our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
Comfort, we beseech thee, the hearts that 
sorrow in the death of this child; grant unto 
them the strengthening grace of thy Holy 
Spirit, that they and all we who trust thy 
fatherly goodness and care may rejoice in the 
promise of eternal life; and that we may be 
united again with our loved ones in thy heav- 
enly and eternal kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then may be read any of the following Scrip- 
ture passages: 


Mark I0. 13-16 


And they were bringing unto him little chil- 
dren, that he should touch them: and the dis- 
ciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, 
he was moved with indignation, and said unto 
them, Suffer the little children to come unto 
me; forbid them not: for to such belongeth 
the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, 
Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child, he shall in no wise enter 
therein. And he took them in his arms, and 
blessed them, laying his hands upon them. 


Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
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He maketh me to lie down in green pas- 
tures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they 
comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life; and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever. 


Psalm 103. 13-18 


Like as a Father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him. 

For he knoweth our frame; he remember- 
eth that we are dust. 

As for man, his days are as grass: as the 
flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 
and the place thereof shall know it no more. 

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting upon them that fear him, 
and his righteousness unto children’s children ; 

To such as keep his covenant, and to those 
that remember his commandments to do them. 


Revelation 22. 1-5 


And he showed me a river of water of life, 
bright as crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and-of-the-Lamb, in the midst of the 
street thereof, “And on\this side | ef] the river 
and on that was the tree of life, bearing twelve 
(Div N §I SLA UL | 


oo eepee 


wees 


; 


THE RITUAL 


manner of fruits, yielding its fruit every 
month: and the leaves of the tree were for 
the healing of the nations. And there shall 
be no curse any more: and the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be therein: and his 
servants shall serve him; and they shall see 
his face; and his name shall be on their fore- 
heads. And there shall be night no more; and 
they need no light of lamp, neither light of 
sun; for the Lord God shall give them light ; 
and they shall reign for ever and ever. 


At the Grave, where the Body is laid in the 
Earth, the Minister shall say: 


Almighty and Most Merciful God our heav- 
enly Father, from whom our spirits come and 
to whom they shall return, grant unto all sor- 
rowing hearts the consolation of thy grace. 
Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Father, who 
didst give thy life for our redemption, and 
who didst promise the Holy Spirit, the Com- 
forter, to thy people, strengthen, we beseech 
thee, the faith of these bereaved ones, that 
they may contemplate with peace the blessed- 
ness of that eternal home which thou hast pre- 
pared for all whom thou hast redeemed. 
Grant that they, and all others whose joy is 
turned into mourning, may not murmur nor 
faint under their affliction; but, cleaving more 
closely unto thee, O blessed Lord Christ, who 
art the resurrection and the life, may be led by 
thy Holy Spirit through all the trials of this 
uncertain life, till the day break and the 
shadows flee away. Amen. 
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Here the Minister and the People may unite 
in the Lord’s Prayer. 


Then shall the Minister dismiss the People 
with the Benediction. 


Form for the Dedication of a Church 


The Congregation being assembled in the 
Church, the Minister shall say: 


Derarty BELovenp, the Scriptures teach us 
that God is well pleased with those who build 
temples to his name. We have heard how he 
filled the temple of Solomon with his glory and 
how in the second temple he manifested him- 
self still more gloriously. And the gospel 
approves and commends the centurion who 
built a synagogue for the people. Let us not 
doubt that he will also favorably approve our 
purpose of dedicating this place in solemn 
manner, for the performance of the several 
offices of religious worship; and let us now 
devoutly join in praise to his name, that this 
godly undertaking hath been so far completed, 
and in prayer for his further blessing upon 
all who have been engaged therein, and upon 
all who shall hereafter worship his name in 
this place. 


Let one of the Hymns 656-666, from The 
Hymnal, be sung. Afterward. let extem- 
porary Prayer be offered, concluding with 
the Lord’s Prayer, the Congregation all 
kneeling. 

Then shall the Minister, or some one appointed 

by him, read: 
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The First Lesson. 2 Chronicles 6. 1, 2, 18-21, 
40-42; 7. 1-4. 

Then spake Solomon, Jehovah hath said 
that he would dwell in the thick darkness. But 
I have built thee a house of habitation, and a 
place for thee to dwell in for ever. 

But will God in very deed dwell with men 
on the earth? behold, heaven and the heaven 
of heavens cannot contain thee; how much 
less this house which I have builded! Yet 
have thou respect unto the prayer of thy serv- 
ant, and to his supplication, O Jehovah my 
God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer 
which thy servant prayeth before thee; that 
thine eyes may be open toward this house day 
and night, even toward the place whereof thou 
hast said that thou wouldest put thy name 
there; to hearken unto the prayer which thy 
servant shall pray toward this place. And 
hearken thou to the supplications of thy serv- 
ant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall 
pray toward this place: yea, hear thou from 
thy dwelling-place, even from heaven; and 
when thou hearest, forgive. 

Now, O my God, let, I beseech thee, thine 
eyes be open, and let thine ears be attent, 
unto the prayer that is made in this place. 
Now therefore arise, O Jehovah God, into 
thy resting-place, thou, and the ark of thy 
strength: let thy priests, O Jehovah God, be 
clothed with salvation, and let thy saints re- 
joice in goodness. O Jehovah God, turn not 
away the face of thine anointed: remember 
thy lovingkindnesses to David thy servant. 

Now when Solomon had made an end of 
praying, the fire came down from heaven, and 
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consumed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices ; 
and the glory of Jehovah filled the house. And 
the priests could not enter into the house of 
Jehovah, because the glory of Jehovah filled 
Jehovah’s house. And all the children of 
Israel looked on, when the fire came down, 
and the glory of Jehovah was upon the house; 
and they bowed themselves with their faces 
to the ground upon the pavement, and wor- 
shiped, and gave thanks unto Jehovah, say- 
ing, For he is good; for his lovingkindness 
endureth for ever. Then the king and all the 
people offered sacrifice before Jehovah. 


The Second Lesson. Hebrews 10. 19-25 

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to 
enter into the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 
by the way which he dedicated for us, a new 
and living way, through the veil, that is to say, 
his flesh; and having a great priest over the 
house of God; let us draw near with a true 
heart in fulness of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience: and hav- 
ing our body washed with pure water, let 
us hold fast the confession of our hope that 
it waver not; for he is faithful that promised: 
and let us consider one another to provoke unto 
love and good works; not forsaking our own 

- assembling together, as the custom of some is, 

but exhorting one another; and so much the 

more, as ye see the day drawing nigh. 

Then shall one of the Hymns 656-606, from 
The Hymnal, be sung; after which the Min- 
ister shall deliver a Sermon suitable to the 
occasion. Contributions shall then be re- 
ceived from the People. 
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Then shall the Minister read the following 
Psalm, or the Minister and the Congrega- 
tion may read it alternately: 


Psalm 122 


I was glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the house of the Lord. 

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is builded as a city that is com- 
pact together: 

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the 
Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord. 

For there are set thrones of judgment, the 
thrones of the house of David. 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall 
prosper that love thee. 

Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy palaces. 

For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I 
will now say, Peace be within thee. 

Because of the house of the Lord our God 
I will seek thy good. 


Then let the Trustees stand up before the 
Altar, and one of them, or some one in their 
behalf, say unto the Minister: 


We present unto you this building, to be- 
dedicated as a church for the worship and 
service of Almighty God. 


Then shall the Minister request the Congrega- 
tion to stand, while he repeats the follow- 
ing Declaration: 

Dearly Beloved, it is meet and right, as we 
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learn from the Holy Scriptures, that houses 
erected for the public worship of God should 
be specially set apart and dedicated to reli- 
gious uses. For such a dedication we are now 
assembled. With gratitude, therefore, to Al- 
mighty God, who has signally blessed his serv- 
ants in their holy enterprise of erecting this 
church, we dedicate it to his service, for the 
reading of the Holy Scriptures, the preaching 
of the Word of God, the administration of 
the Holy Sacraments, and for all other exer- 
cises of religious worship and service, accord- 
ing to the Discipline and Usages of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. And, as the dedica- 
tion of the temple is vain without the solemn 
consecration of the worshipers also, let us 
now dedicate ourselves anew to the service 
of God. To him let our souls be dedicated, 
that they may be renewed after the image of 
Christ. To him let our bodies be dedicated, 
that they may ‘be fit temples for the indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. To him may our 
labors and business be dedicated, that their 
fruit may tend to the glory of his great name, 
and to the advancement of his kingdom. 


Then shall the Minister say these words of 
Dedication, all the People standing and re- 
sponding in the words printed in black face 


type: 


O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
our Father: ' 

To thee we dedicate this church. 

Son of God, the Only Begotten of the 
Father, Head over all things to the Church, 
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which is thy Body: Prophet, Priest, Redeemer, 
and King of thy people: 

To thee we dedicate this church. 

God the Holy Spirit, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, our Teacher, Sanctifier, 
and Comforter: 

To thee we dedicate this church. 

Eternal, Holy, and Glorious Trinity, three 
Persons, one God. 

To thee we dedicate this church. 


Then, the Congregation kneeling, the Minis- 
ter shall offer the following Prayer: 


O Most Glorious Lord, we acknowledge that 
we are not worthy to offer unto thee anything 
belonging unto us; yet we beseech thee, in 
thy great goodness, graciously to accept the 
dedication of this place to thy service, and to 
prosper this our undertaking. Receive the 
prayers and intercessions of all those thy 
servants who shall call upon thee in this 
house; and give them grace to prepare their 
hearts to serve thee with reverence and godly 
fear. Affect them with a due apprehension of 
thy divine majesty, and a deep sense of their 
own unworthiness; that so approaching thy 
sanctuary with lowliness and devotion, and 
coming before thee with clean thoughts and 
pure hearts, with bodies undefiled, and minds 
sanctified, they may always perform a sery- 
ice acceptable to thee, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Regard, O Lord, the supplication of thy 
servants, that whosoever shall be dedicated 
to thee in this house by Baptism may ever 
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remain in the number of thy faithful chil- 
dren. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that whosoever shall re- 
ceive in this place the blessed Sacrament of 
the body and blood of Christ may come to 
that holy Ordinance with faith, charity, and 
true repentance; and, being filled with thy 
grace and heavenly benediction, may, to their 
great and endless comfort, obtain forgiveness 
of their sins, and all other benefits of his pas- 
sion. Amen. 

Grant, O Lord, that by thy Holy Word 
which shall be read and preached in this place, 
and by thy Holy Spirit grafting it inwardly 
in the heart, the hearers thereof may both 
perceive and know what things they ought to 
do, and may have power and strength to per- 
form the same. Amen. 

Now, therefore, arise, O Lord, and come 
into this place of thy rest, thou and the ark 
of thy strength. Let thine eye be open toward 
this house day and night; and let thine ears 
be ready toward the prayers of thy children, 
which they shall make unto thee in this place. 
And whensoever thy servants shall make to 
thee their petitions here, do thou hear them 
from heaven, thy dwelling place, the throne of 
the glory of thy kingdom; and when thou 
hearest, forgive. Grant, O Lord, we beseech 
thee, that here and elsewhere thy ministers 
may be clothed with righteousness, and thy 
saints rejoice in thy salvation. And may we 
all, with thy people everywhere, grow up into 
a holy temple in the Lord, and be at last re- 
ceived into the glorious temple above; the 
house not made with hands, eternal in the 
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heavens. And to the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be glory and praise, world 
without end. Amen. 


The service shall conclude with a Doxology 
and Benediction. 


Note.—The Central Conference of Southern Asia is au- 
thorized to prepare and translate into the vernaculars sim- 
and adapted forms of such parts of the Ritual as may 
deemed necessary, such portions to receive the sanction 
of the Board of Bishops. 
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